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The equity-based Gifted and Talented Academy 
(GTA) at North Middle School reflects the values 
that are the center of North?s mission: equity, fair 
access to advanced academics, social emotional 
support, and a focus on the whole child.

Nationally, Gifted and Talented (GT) education has 
struggled with equity, or equal and fair access. There 
are many reasons for this, including that GT 
programs often use a score(s) from the Cognitive 
Abilit ies Test (CogAT) ? a test often impacted by 
variables outside a student?s control. Research has 
shown that using just one measure can preclude 
cohorts of students (specifically low income and 
students of color) from accessing GT  programming.
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Based on this and other data, we have designed a 
Gifted and Talented Academy that looks beyond one 
data point for entry into the program, ensuring the 

GTA represents the demographics of the school. Using 
a Body of Evidence (BOE), North includes students' 
achievements over their elementary school career; 
teacher recommendations (specifically for students 
who may not have reached an IQ test threshold but 

nevertheless demonstrate a need for GT 
programming); parent/guardian interviews; and 

information from live monitoring of student academic 
activity. This multi-faceted process ensures that any 
student demonstrating they would benefit from GT 

programming is given the opportunity.

North's GTA focuses on cultural awareness, which  
contributes to an international mindedness, a core 
tenet of the International Baccalaureate (IB) model 

at North. 



The GT program is designed on the Talent 
Development Model of Gifted Education, a model 

that recognizes that a student?s giftedness may not 
be global. A student may instead have areas of 
giftedness  (e.g., math, art, ELA, music, and/or 

leadership). The GTA uses dynamic scheduling to 
provide flexibility that allows  a student gifted in a 

specific area to receive advanced instruction in that 
subject. This research-based approach allows the GTA 

to address the needs of each student individually.

Acceleration is another research-based tool used 
by the GTA. Acceleration allows a student who has 
demonstrated mastery of a curriculum to remain 
academically-challenged. This means a student 

can be accelerated in one or more subject areas, 
or through grades. Research shows that students 
who have this option exhibit a better self-concept 

in young adulthood, socially, emotionally and 
academically. The GTA maintains a robust social 

emotional component addressing the unique 
needs of the GT population, including psycho 

social education, mindfulness, yoga, meditation, 
and counseling.
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